
A new
adventure
with God

Puzzle pieces

Many of you have walked a part of this life 
with me. I hope you will smile when you read 
this and see how God has drawn my passions 
and gifting together in a new adventure for 
Him.

I love God’s Word and my favorite moments 
in the Bible are the ones where you see God 
orchestrate events in just the right order to 
bring about something amazing. God didn’t 
just do this in the Bible. He still does this 
today in the lives of those who have chosen 
to follow Him.  He places the pieces of our life 
puzzle down at just the right time to create 
something beautiful- something that honors 
Him and draws others to know Him.

Many of you who are reading this letter have 
been with me as God has laid out the puzzle 
pieces in my life so far: ministry to college 
age students, working in a clinical laboratory, 
and leading mission trips to a variety of 
countries.  Most recently, many of you helped 
me work through the idea of following God to 
Arizona for 8 months to do ministry with the 
Navajo.

As my time in Arizona draws to a close, my 
prayer has been that God would direct me 
clearly to what comes next and I’m excited 
to tell you that he has!  God has opened up 
a position with a mission organization that 
ties together so many of those pieces of my 
life puzzle. 

The next part of the puzzle

The mission I will be working with is called 
Josiah Venture, and I am thrilled that God 
chose this organization for me!  I’ve worked 
with JV before, taking college students to 
Slovakia to help with English Camps, and I 
love how they do ministry.

JV is hard at work in 12 Central and Eastern 
European countries. The people in these 
post-communist countries are searching for 
answers about God, and very open to hearing 
the gospel message. Less than 1% of the 
young people in these countries are following 
God. JV is changing that.

My first year at English camp I had a 
roommate named Maria who believed that 
all religions are valid, and we shouldn’t settle 
for just one god.  She was one of many kids at 
camp with questions about the one true God. 
The last time I was in Slovakia, Maria ran up to 
me crying and laughing. “I decided to follow 
Jesus!” she exclaimed. Her story is a common 
theme in JV. Many of those questioning 
students are now following God and a part 
of leading camps to reach their friends. It is 
SO exciting! JV is teaching and equipping 
an entire generation of Christian leaders in 
Central and Eastern Europe!

My Role with Josiah Venture

I have been invited to serve as the coordinator 
of the Josiah Venture interns. This means that 
I will be working stateside, in Indiana, with 80 
to 120-plus college age students each year 
as they prepare for short term (3 to 8 month) 
overseas mission work.

It’s a year long process for these interns. My 
job is to walk with them through application, 
support raising, training, and travel 
arrangements. I will be in Europe when they 
all arrive in May, to greet and encourage them 
as they begin a summer (or more) of serving 
overseas.  I will be available if they run into 
any problems while they are there, and I will 
connect with them again when they return 
home. I’m so excited that God has made it 
possible to work full- time with both college 
age students and with missions.  Two of my 
favorite things! God is good. 
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My Team

I am learning that when God calls a person to 
serve Him in ministry He also calls a team of 
believers to support that work.  I experienced 
this firsthand over the past eight months with 
many of you.  I didn’t completely understand 
the idea of having a support team when I 
stepped into ministry last fall.  I knew it was 
the only way that my ministry in Arizona 
would happen, but the true joy of it didn’t hit 
me until I was here.  

I cannot express how it feels to have so many 
people excited about what I am excited 
about.  We have seen God do some incredible 
things here and we got to experience those 
things together as a team. Your prayers and 
support were what made all of this possible! I 
really love my Arizona team and I truly feel like 
your role in this was INVALUABLE.

I will need another team like this for my new 
ministry with Josiah Venture. 

I need people who will pray for these college 
students.  These young people are seeking 
out God’s plan for their lives and may be 
called to full-time ministry someday.  I 
feel so honored that God has given us the 
responsibility of helping them walk this path!

I also need people who will support me 
financially in this ministry with Josiah 
Venture.  It will be a full-time job, and the 
amount I need to raise in monthly support is 
$4,900.  This covers both my salary ($3,300), 
and my ministry expenses ($1,600).  My salary 
will cover living expenses and applicable 
taxes, while the ministry account will cover 
all of the expenses involved in my direct 
work with JV, such as commuting to Chicago 
each month, supplies, and at least one trip 
to Europe each year to connect with the 
missionaries and interns there. I will also have 
a set-up cost of $2,000 that can be met with 
one-time donations. This will help me cover 
the initial costs of starting with JV, including 
training sessions in Chicago, and other 
beginning expenses.

I would love to have you join God and I as we 
reach out to college kids that are feeling His 
call into missions. I am praying that God will 
bring together our team of people quickly, as 
I must have 100% of my support raised before 
I can start this work. I will attend training in 
October and I’m so excited to see what God 
will do before then. With God all things are 
possible!

Will you please pray and see if God might be 
calling you to support this ministry to college 
students and ultimately to the young people 
looking for answers about God in Europe?

If you would like to join us, you will find a 
response card included with this letter. You 
can fill this out and send it in, or you can give 
by credit card or EFT at www.josiahventure.
com. If you have any questions, please let me 
know.  I would love to connect with you and 
talk more about this new adventure.

I’m so excited to begin walking this new path 
and I hope you decide to join us!
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Blessings,

Ruthanne VandenBosch
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