
News from Rough Rock, AZ                      3-30-14

Hello from Rough Rock! This has been a busy month, and I 
can’t believe how fast the time is going here!
The most recent big event here was the arrival of a work 
team from Michigan.  They came to accomplish several 
things, and did a great job of serving this community.  A 
part of the team spent several days putting a new roof on 
the house of Amos Redhair, up on Black Mesa.  Amos has 

been a pastor for many, many years up on the mesa, and he really needed a new roof on his 
house.  The men from the Michigan team worked alongside Navajo from Rough Rock and from 
Amos’ family to put a beautiful new (red!) roof on his home.  It was really a blessed time for 
these two cultures to work together to help Amos out.

This team from Michigan also did some work in the cemetery here.  The Navajo have a great 
fear of death- they believe that when someone dies that all of the bad things they did are 
left behind in an evil spirit called a chindi.  Because of this, the cemetery is a place they avoid. 
The cemetery here is really a mess.  There are a lot of floods and winds that have taken 
down portions of the fencing and allowed animals to come in and graze.  Sometimes these 
animals get trapped and die here, and they are just left to rot.  The team working at the 
cemetery repaired the biggest section of damaged fence, and they cleaned and repared things.  
Several of the girls decided to simply nail crosses back together.  Many had come apart 
over the years and they took nails and tacked them together.  Having Christians come and 
do work in the cemetery speaks volumes to this town.  with these simple actions they are 
saying- Christ conquered death and now we have no reason to fear it!  



It was a great week of serving and building relationships, and I’m so glad they came!

In other news this month, we started piano lessons on Thursday nights and we have at 
least 3 that have stuck it out and are doing great!  I also started something called Story 
Night.  So many people here are Christians, but they lack a basic knowledge of the over-
arching story of the Bible.  Many weren’t even sure about the difference between the New 
and Old Testaments.  Many adults have a low level of reading comprehension and they strug-
gle with the big words and language of the Bible.  My friend Paul reminded me that Native 
Americans have used story-telling to teach things for generations.  So we started Story 
Telling night.  We began in Genesis and we are up to lesson #5 this week, Moses and the 
plagues of Egypt.  They LOVE it.  The kids are eating it up- and really becoming good sto-
ry-tellers themselves! They are coloring and re-writing the stories and re-telling them to each 
other. Just yesterday I was in a van full of kids and a little girl asked, “How do you spell 
Egypt?”  I told her and asked why she needed to know.  She explained, “I’m just practic-
ing the story!”  Bible study is going well and is led almost entirely by Navajo.  God is moving 
here- and I’m just following along and trying to hear His instructions as we go.
Thank you SO much for your prayers and support!!!  You all are a part of what God is 

doing here!!!!
Prayer requests:
• That I will continue to connect well with people here and 

be a positive addition to their community.
• For unity and love among the members of the church 

here.
• For more outreach to happen.  The church is so fo-

cused on internal issues. Pray that they will start look-
ing outward soon!

Praises:
• For how God is starting to heal relationships here and 

giving the people a vision of how to be a church.
• For good health and lots of energy!
• For helping me make some strong ties with the people
   here.

For more details, and weekly updates, visit my blog at: 
www.thenavajojourney.wordpress.com
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Showing off drawings from 
Story Night!


