
News from Rough Rock, AZ                      2-26-14

Hello friends!!!  I’m excited to tell you about all of the things 
God is doing here in Rough Rock Arizona!  Casper and I have 
been here for almost 6 weeks, and the time has gone SO 
fast!  
We began this month with a “first Sunday” celebration at 
church.  There are four Friends churches in this area (in 
maybe an 80 mile radius)  On the first Sunday of each 

month, they all meet at one church to share, sing, celebrate what God is doing and encour-
age each other.  In February, the hosting church was Red Ridge.  They have a small church, 
heated by a wood burning stove, about 20 minutes from here.  It was fun to meet the 
people who attend all of these different churches.  Each church took time to go up front 
and lead a few songs, and each pastor preached (which meant that church service was al-
most 4 hours long).  When Rough Rock went up front to sing, I had to smile, because I 
realized that they are already feeling like family to me.

One of the things I’ve been doing in this community is volunteering with the Senior Center.  
It is run by a wonderful woman of God named Pauline.  This center is not a church-run 
organization; it is government-run.  Pauline treats it as an outreach to the lonely and aged 
though, and her passion for doing her job “as unto God” is admirable.  Every day they 
make about 70-80 hot meals for the elderly.  About 40-50 of these meals are served 
there, and the rest are delivered to shut-ins. Every month, they throw a huge (season-
ally themed) party and drive in all of the shut-ins to see their friends.  This month was 
the Valentines party, and the ladies in the kitchen all wanted to learn how to pipe icing on 
cupcakes, so we made 100 pink and purple cupcakes and everyone learned how to use a 
decorating tip.  It was really fun!



Baking has been a connection in other ways- I’ve been able to bake desserts with 
some of the local kids and teach about God in the process.  One of the recipes we 
made I called “ugly cookies”, because they look terrible on the outside, but the inside 
has a Reese Peanut Butter Cup in the center.  We talked about how people judge 
us by how we look on the outside, but God sees our heart. We can try to im-
press other Christians by being good on the outside, but God wants us to have clean 
hearts!  It has been so much fun to tie my baking hobby to teaching about God!

I’m starting to feel like I am a part of this community now.  I’ve been invited to birth-
day parties and on road trips.  The church here is really struggling to stand on its 
own two feet without the help of a permanent missionary.  They are trying very 
hard to become an entirely Navajo-led church.  I am simply encouraging and equipping as 
we go.  I’m taking each day one at a time and trusting God to lead in perfect ways- 
both in this church and in my time here.  Thank you SO much for your support and 
prayers!!  I thank God all the time for you and the part you are playing in my time 
here!!!
Prayer requests:
• That I will continue to connect well with people here and 

be a positive addition to their community.
• For unity and love among the members of the church 

here.
• For more outreach to happen.  The church is so fo-

cused on internal issues. Pray that they will start look-
ing outward soon!

• For our first mission team of the year!  They are 
coming in mid-March.

Praises:
• For how God is starting to heal relationships here and 

giving the people a vision of how to be a church.
• For good health and lots of energy!
• For helping me make some strong ties with the people 

here.

For more details, and weekly updates, visit my blog at: 
www.thenavajojourney.wordpress.com
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