
News from Rough Rock, AZ                      4-30-14

Spring has arrived in the Navajo Nation! As the temperatures 
have risen, we are starting to see more of the wildlife here.  
Casper spends his afternoons chasing tiny lizards in the 
front yard, and I’ve seen my very first rattlesnake-- yuck!
As schools begin to wind down the year, I’ve been invited to 
attend several events that have been interesting.  I attended 
a preschool powwow- complete with traditional dress. It was 

so much fun to experience some of the Navajo culture- explained through the eyes of a pre-
schooler!  I spent the whole school day with them, and learned  (along with them!) my shapes, 
colors, and weather in Navajo.  

I was also invited to an awards ceremony at Dine’ University with my friends Rod and Lavina.  
Rod was getting an award for excellence in Psychology, his chose field of study.  I’ve learned 
a lot about the educational system here on the reservation this month, and it has been in-
teresting to find out about how things are set up, run and funded. (for more information on 
this, check out the blog!)

This month has been busy at the church as well.  We are already up to David and the 
kings during Story Night.  We still have a good group of people coming to hear the sto-
ry, and they are remembering the timeline of the Bible so far, which has been fun and 
encouraging! I’ve been asking people to start SHARING the story with others.  Bible study 
is going well.  We just finished reading and discussing James, and the group has chosen 



to start 1 Peter next.  I’m really excited to not be leading this at all now, it is entirely 
Navajo led, and when I’ve had to miss, they still meet.  That is a huge encouragement 
to me.  I want SO much to be unecessary to the continuation of things here!  
Easter on the reservation was fun.  The church hosted a sunrise service, and the 
women of the church planned and organized a breakfast.  Again, it is so nice to see 
them take events done in previous years by missionaries and re-plan them to fit with 
the Navajo way of life.  I feel like I am just watching them remember what the “mis-
sionaries did” and thinking through if that is something they can or should continue do-
ing.  It is a long process, and I just keep praying that they will continue to do this well.  

I also helped with the Easter party at the Rough Rock Senior Center, which was SO much 
fun! They had a huge Easter Egg hunt and lots of yummy food, games and activities.

I was blessed at the beginning of the month by a visit from my mom and dad.  We took 
almost a week and travelled all over Arizona and New Mexico, seeing the sights.  We had 
such a good time, and it was so refreshing to spend a little time with family, and to intro-
duce them to my Navajo family here!  

Thank you so much for your prayers and support this month!  It has flown by, and I’ve 
enjoyed it so much!  God has been so faithful in providing all that is needed here, and many 
of YOU have been His hands and feet to both me and the Navajo-- THANK YOU!!!!!!! 
Prayer requests:
• For the families here that are struggling with alcoholism.  

Pray especially focused prayers for this at the beginning 
of each month!!

• For a few people to be called to lead ministry to chil-
dren.

• For unity among church leadership
Praises:
• For springtime and all the new life here.
• For Bible studies that are being led by Navajo!
• For people who are fascinated by the Bible Story night 

and for understanding that can only come from the 
Holy Spirit.

• For good health and energy!

For more details, and weekly updates, visit my blog at: 
www.thenavajojourney.wordpress.com
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